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September 8, 2020

Marcie Lazzari, Ph.D., M.S.W.

Interim Co-Director

School of Social Work and Criminal Justice
University of Washington Tacoma

Box 358425

1900 Commerce St.

Tacoma, WA 98402

Dear Dr. Lazzari and the Esteemed Faculty of the Tenure and Promotion Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to serve as an external reviewer for Dr. Gillian Marshall’s application for

tenure and promotion to the rank of associate professor] Redacted pursuant to Court Order |
| Redacted pursuant to Court Order [AS a

tenured faculty member Wlthl Redacted pursuant to Court Order |
[ Redacted pursuant to Court Order [ I believe I am well-qualified to provide an independent review of Dr.
Marshall’s portfolio. Below I provide an evaluation as requested of Dr. Marshall’s research and scholarship.

Without any doubt, Dr. Marshall is an impressive scholar who has made significant contributions to the
social work profession. Her research focus on stress, financial hardship, social support, and mental and physical
health among older adults is not only critical for the field of social work to improve the lives of older adults, but
also necessary to share with other disciplines who may take a narrower view of the effects of these issues for
older adults. The specific aims of her research are timely, important, and address specific issue relevant to the
social work profession.

My review of Dr. Marshall’s CV indicates that she has published a total of 14 peer-reviewed journal
articles. Of her peer reviewed articles, she has been first author on 6 and second author on 3. What is more
impressive is that these are publications as of 2015 when she joined the University of Washington Tacoma
faculty, which indicates that she is publishing an average of 3 manuscripts per year, which is on par with a
faculty member at an RO1 institution. Further, she has an additional four manuscripts under review of which
she either first or second author. Dr. Marshall’s work has been published in a range of high-impact,
interdisciplinary journals of aging, health, and social work including Aging and Mental Health Annals of
Epidemiology, Journal of Public Health Research, Health and Social Work, Journal of Familv Medicine and
Community Health, and Social Work. The quality of her work is outstanding.| Redacted pursuant to Court Order

he Health and Retirement Study (HRS) data, I know there are few social work researchers who utilize
the data and so it impressive that Dr. Marshall has three publications with HRS data. Her methods in these and
her other publications are sound and ensure that her results are valid and appropriate for her target populations.

What makes Dr. Marshall’s research trajectory even more impressive is the commitment that the
National Institutes of Health (NIH) has invested in her and her work. Any award by NIH indicates that Dr.
Marshall is recognized as an excellent researcher with an agenda that is and will continue to make a difference,
and in her case, in the lives of older adults. To receive a KO1 award followed by a Loan Repayment Award
followed by an Administrative Supplement is no small feat. It is quite extraordinary. It takes focus,
commitment, critical thinking and a solid research plan to even be considered let alone be awarded funding

| Redacted pursuant to Court Order |it is widely recognized and accepted that the research and training associated
with the grant takes priority over all other responsibilities as evidenced by her scholarship record.
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